
Welcome to Stratford-upon-Avon, home of the world’s most famous playwright,
William Shakespeare. Stratford is steeped in history with many half-timbered buildings 
from medieval times and the aim of this brief guide is to tempt you to explore our lovely 
town following streets that Shakespeare would have known and would still recognise.

Stratford-upon-Avon has 
been a market town since 
before Shakespeare’s day. 
It was a small river crossing 
until it received its town 
charter in 1196. The original 
crossing was close to the site 
of Clopton Bridge, one of the 
oldest bridges in the country 
still bearing traffi c today after 
500 years - which speaks 
of the skill of the original 
builders, when the heaviest 
traffi c would presumably have 
been laden carts crossing the 
river to come to the market. 
Today we still have a thriving 
market, held on Fridays and 
Saturdays, but the town 
is also host to many other 

continental and craft markets 
throughout the year.

Stratford-upon-Avon is home 
to the Royal Shakespeare 
Company, one of the most 
prestigious ensemble acting 
companies in the world. The 
theatre obviously provides a 
showcase for Shakespeare’s 
plays but has a much broader 
repertoire, performing works 
from across the centuries and 
many contemporary pieces 
as well. If you are lucky, you 
will see many a famous face 
wandering through the town 
or enjoying a post theatre 
drink in one of our many 
hostelries.

About this Guide

You may enjoy a boat trip 
on the river or a visit to the 
Butterfl y Farm, one of the 
largest of its kind in Europe, 
which has collections of many 
extraordinary insects. An 
enjoyable time may be had 
in the Brass Rubbing centre, 
which promises that great 
artistic skills are not required 
to produce an unusual 
souvenir of your 
visit. The centre of 
the town has many 
small unusual shops 
and galleries. We 
hope you enjoy your visit 

to our much loved town 
and that you will come 
back again.
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Established 800 years ago and situated on the banks 
of the river Avon, Holy Trinity is one of England’s most 
beautiful medieval churches. Inside Holy Trinity Church is 
the grave of William Shakespeare.

OPEN ALL YEAR (opening times vary)

Telephone 01789 266316   •   www.stratford-upon-avon.org

Serving locally produced
ice cream from our canal   
 barge, Elizabeth

Located in Bancroft Gardens • Stratford

• Ice Cream
• Slush
• Cold Drinks

ice cream from our canal   
 barge, Elizabeth

Located in Bancroft Gardens • Stratford

 barge, Elizabeth

AVON ICES
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- SHOPPING COURTYARD -

Leading to Birthplace Properties & Bridge street

At the lower end of Bridge Street, through a wrought 
iron arch, Old Red Lion Court offers an array of unusual 

independent shops well worth a visit.
Lawrence Anthony
(01789 414269 
www.lawrenceanthony.com

Kaliko, Dash
and Alex & Co
(01789 297324

Monsoon
(01789 415175
www.monsoon.co.uk

Phase Eight
(01789 299318
www.phase-eight.co.uk

Saffy Shoes
(01789 262005
www.saffyshoes.co.uk

Sarto Menswear
(01789 269621
www.sarto.co.uk

This guide has been 
produced for World 
Class Stratford by 
Stratford-upon-Avon 
Town Management 
Partnership. 
©Copyright Stratford 
on Avon District 
Council. The above 
organisations accept 
no liability whatsoever 
for any loss or damage 
caused rising out of 
any error, inaccuracy 
or omission in the 
printing or publishing 
of any information or 
design. Information 
shown was correct 
at time of going to 
press. Copyright 
2007©. All rights 
reserved. No part of 
this publication may 
be reproduced, stored 
in a retrieval system 
or transmitted in any 
form or by any means, 
electronic, mechanical, 
photocopying, 
recording or otherwise 
without the prior 
written permission of 
the copyright holder.

Antiques, Crafts and Collectables

Open 7 days a week 10am - 5pm

Come and visit Stratford-upon-Avon’s
one-stop collector’s experience

The Antiques Centre, 60 Ely Street, Stratford-upon-Avon
TEL: 01789 204180

2 floors and a courtyard full of shops

© KARINA MARTINEK LTD

EMERY’SEMERY’S

Delicious Range of 
Fine Food & Drink

Fresh Sandwiches & Lunches

Home-Made Cakes and 
Cream Teas

Gifts & Hampers

Comfortable Seating Area

Friendly Service & 
A Warm Welcome

27 Rother Street • Market Square • Stratford-upon-Avon • CV37 6NE • Tel: 01789 298265 • E-mail: info@emerysdeli.com • www.emerysdeli.com

High Class
Delicatessen

The Jester Statue,
Henley Street

126 Alcester Road • Stratford upon Avon • Warwickshire • CV37 9DP 

THE PENRYN
GUEST HOUSE

A very warm welcome awaits 
you at Penryn where close 

attention is given to ensure 
your comfort and enjoyment

Telephone: 01789 293718
Email: penrynhouse@btinternet.com

Website: www.penrynguesthouse.co.uk 
 FREE WiFi available for laptop users

Stratford on Avon 
Music Festival

The annual Stratford on Avon 
Music Festival celebrates 
more than a week of the very 
best in music across all genres.

For full details of the Festival programme 
see www.stratfordmusicfestival.com

Box Offi ce 01789 207100
www.stratfordmusicfestival.com

£1.00
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Full Colour, CMYK:

Blue:
C: 100
M: 9
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Black:
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K: 100

Halftone
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S t r a t f o r d
- u p o n -
Av o n

Shakespeare’s Birthplace

Offi cial
Map & Guide
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10 Things to do in Stratford-upon-Avon

Reproduction of this map is forbidden without the written consent of Stratford-on-Avon District Council (for all enquiries, please contact Stratford-upon-Avon Town Management Partnership: 01789 299 011).

This souvenir guide will assist you in getting the most out 
of your stay in Shakespeare’s town. The map will guide you 
around the town and the suggested activities and sponsors 
attractions overleaf will ensure your visit is a memorable one.

Published by Stratford-upon-Avon Town Management Partnership Ltd. ©Copyright Stratford on Avon District Council

1 Shakespeare’s Birthplace

Discover the exciting story of 
Shakespeare’s childhood home where 
he was born in 1564 and see where he 
spent the fi rst years with his new wife, 
Anne Hathaway.  See the workshop 
where Shakespeare’s father carried out 
his craft of glovemaking.

2 Holy Trinity Church (Shakespeare’s Church)

Enjoy a walk along the banks of the 
Avon to our lovely medieval church 
where Shakespeare is buried. Church 
open daily.

3 Royal Shakespeare Company

The Royal Shakespeare Company 
will be performing in The Courtyard 
Theatre in Stratford-upon-Avon 
throughout the transformation of their 
theatres. RSC tickets: 0844 800 1110.

4 Shopping

Within the town we have the major 
high street shopping names alongside 
many high quality independent shops.

5 Boat trips on the river

Enjoy the River Avon by either hiring a 
motorboat, rowing boat, or book an 
organised river tour. Avon Boating Tel: 
01789 267073 or Bancroft Cruisers Tel: 
01789 269669.

6 Anne Hathaway’s Cottage

The thatched home of Shakespeare’s 
wife is a mile from the town centre, 
and has been described as having the 
most romantic view in England.

7 Shakespearience

Using ground breaking technology 
Shakespeare’s life is presented in a 
thrilling and innovative way.

8 Butterfl y Farm

The largest exhibition of butterfl ies and 
insects in Europe – a highly enjoyable 
trip for the whole family.

9 Stratford Town Walk

Award winning daily guided walk. 
Starts at the Swan Fountain. Mon, Tue, 
Wed 11am. Thu, Fri, Sat, Sun 2pm. 
Just turn up, whatever the weather! 
Also entertaining evening ghost walk 
Mon, Thu, Fri.
Visit www.stratfordtownwalk.co.uk 
Telephone 07855 760377 

10 Museum of Witchcraft & Wizardology

Learn about the real history of 
witchcraft throughout England in 
one of the country’s most haunted 
buildings. You can even search the 
records to see if one of your ancestors 
was burned at the stake.
Tel: 01789 290969

Visitor Websites
There are many useful and informative websites to help plan 
your stay in Stratford-upon-Avon. From shops and restaurants to 
museums and guest houses, here’s just a few:

www.visitstratforduponavon.co.uk
Stratford-upon-Avon tourist guide, accommodation, hotels, maps & more.

www.shakespeare-country.co.uk
Accommodation, places to visit, events, eating, drinking, shopping and leisure.

www.enjoywarwickshire.com
A gateway to visitor information about Warwickshire.

Available now...

Offi cial Historic 
Walking Guide

These guides are available from the Tourist Information
Centre and other places throughout the town.

The Offi cial Walking Guide will tempt you to explore 
our lovely town following streets and riverside walks 

that Shakespeare would have known and loved.

Our two short walks give you a chance to 
discover Stratford - the Red Route takes 

you around the Avon, which has played a 
crucial part in the commercial history of 
the town, while the Blue Route will lead 
you through the town and focus on the 

many ancient buildings to be enjoyed. 
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Stratford-upon-Avon tourist guide, 
accommodation, hotels, maps & more
Stratford-upon-Avon tourist guide, 

• Tourist Guide

• Things to do

• Where to stay

• Where to eat

• Where to shop

• Top 20 attractions

Features

... and much morewww.visitstratforduponavon.co.uk

Discover all that Stratford-upon-Avon has to 
offer - from historic buildings and beautiful 
gardens to exciting shops and theatre 
performances, the visitstratforduponavon.co.uk 
website covers it all. Keep up to date on events  
                        and attractions, and 

use our exclusive Trip 
Planner to plan your 
stay in our unique 
town. It’s just a few 
clicks away!

Holy Trinity Church & The River Avon

Key to Map
Disabled Parking

Disabled Toilet

Grassland areas

Parking

Pedestrian areas

Shakespeare 
Places of Interest

Canal/river

Roads

Toilets

Train Station

10 things to do 
in Stratford

Park & Ride 
‘Drop off’ point

Park & Ride 
‘Boarding’ point

Taxi Ranks

CitySightseeing 
Bus Stops

Cycle Routes

One way Streets

B

D

T

1

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

&EATING DRINKING
 AT THE R OYA L SHAKESPEARE COMPANY

Open:
Mon to Sat 10.30am to 8.30pm
Sun 10.30am to 5pm
No booking required

The Courtyard 
Theatre Café

LICENSED CAFÉ BAR
SERVING A WIDE RANGE
OF DELICIOUS SNACKS,

HANDMADE CAKES
AND PASTRIES

ENJOY A 10% DISCOUNT
ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT
Food purchases only, 10.30am - 5pm

&EATING DRINKING
 AT THE ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY

Open:
Mon to Sat 10.30am to 8.30pm
Sun 10.30am to 5pm
No booking required

The Courtyard 
Theatre Café

LICENSED CAFÉ BAR
SERVING A WIDE RANGE
OF DELICIOUS SNACKS,

HANDMADE CAKES
AND PASTRIES

ENJOY A 10% DISCOUNT
ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT
Food purchases only, 10.30am - 5pm

&EATING DRINKING
 AT THE ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY

Open:
Mon to Sat 10.30am to 8.30pm
Sun 10.30am to 5pm
No booking required

The Courtyard 
Theatre Café

LICENSED CAFÉ BAR
SERVING A WIDE RANGE
OF DELICIOUS SNACKS,

HANDMADE CAKES
AND PASTRIES

ENJOY A 10% DISCOUNT
ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT
Food purchases only, 10.30am - 5pm

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
BUTTERFLY FARM

�� Lush Botanical Paradise
�� 2,000+ Tropical Butterflies
�� Fish-filled Pools
�� Splashing Waterfalls
�� Birds and Iguanas
�� Fascinating Insects
�� Deadly Spiders
�� Jungle-theme Giftshop
Swan’s Nest Lane, Stratford-upon-Avon
T: 01789 299288 www.butterflyfarm.co.uk

If you fi nd the text in this leafl et diffi cult 
to read we can supply it in a format better 
suited to your needs. Tel: 01789 260645.

Funded by

In Partnership with


